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Meet new neighbors

Carol Chew - Editor 1

Hi Neighbor!

Laura Baptiste and Brian Kildee with their 
daughters, Bernadine, 4, and Rosalia, 7, as well as a 
Welsh corgi, F. Scott, moved into 3928 Rickover, 
former home of Pat Kassebaum, last December. 
Native Washingtonians, Brian grew up in Gaithersburg 
and Laura in Chevy Chase Village. They met when 
Brian was campaign manager for Laura’s mother, Pat, 
in her 1998 and 2002 election runs for Montgomery 
County Council. Pat lost both races, but Brian and 
Laura won each other’s hearts and married in 2005.  

Laura is Head of Communications and Public Affairs at 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum. Brian is 
Assistant to the Executive Officers of the International 
Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, a 
labor union. Bernadine is in pre-school and Rosalia is 
a rising 2nd grader at Grace Episcopal Day School. 
Laura and Brian appreciate the personal friendliness 
and community spirit in Rock Creek Woods. 
(Continued on page 3)

Book Club Review 

Our Wednesday afternoon book club appears to be on an historical novel trend focused on events of the 1930s 
and 40s. We recently finished Kim Richardson’s The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek whose protagonist, 
Cussy Mary, portrayed the life of a Pack Horse Librarian as part of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s WPA project. She 
traveled by mule to deliver books to remote areas of Appalachia. Cussy Mary represents the last of the line of 
blue-skinned people, the Fugate family of Kentucky, who suffered from methemoglobinemia, a rare genetic 
disorder, causing her to experience racism, discrimination, and violence. The book has appeared on several 
best seller lists and received the Forbes Best Historical Novel Award. Our next novel is Kate Quinn’s The Alice 
Network about women spies. A female spy recruited to the real-life Alice Network in France during World War I 
and an unconventional American socialite searching for her cousin in 1947 are brought together in a 
mesmerizing story of courage and redemption. - Janice Krasilovsky
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Creating a community entrance suited to a Piedmont Uplands ecoregion 

Dwight Fincher, Holly Ketchel, and Carol Chew are making plans to do additional planting around sign at our 
entrance. Lauren Hubbard, Ph.D.  has suggested a list to get us started with native plants based on bloom times 
and our ecoregion. They include Packera aurea, Phlox divaricate, and Zizia aurea for spring; Allium cernuum, 
Asclepias, Pycnanthemum muticum, Rudbeckia fulgida for summer; Conoclinium coelestinum, Solidago caesia, 
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium for fall and well as ferns and Juniper Virginiana for low growth at base of sign. 
Native plants benefit wildlife in ways that cannot be matched by non-native plants. Their use in yards and 
entryways forms a linking habitat corridor that supports pollinators, birds, and wildlife. 

Maryland is one of the states with borders least coinciding with ecological boundaries. Although state falls within 
the Eastern Temperate Forest zone, subregions are diverse for its small size. Our area is part of Southeastern USA 
Plains then Northern Piedmont and, more specifically, Piedmont Uplands whIch extend northeast and southwest of 
the state. It is extensively farmed, with some suburban development and forest. 

Are you interested in native plants? 

As a newcomer to the Mid-Atlantic states and to Rock Creek Woods in particular, I confess I am over-whelmed by 
the natural beauty of my surroundings. Who knew that here in suburbia I would be enchanted by mating calls of 
foxes or mesmerized by a wide array of birds or visually inundated by flora surrounding us. As a gardener 
attempting to learn more about pollinators and native plants on which they depend, I am impressed by 
neighbors’ care of details as they create natural landscapes for all of us to enjoy. Like many, I am paying more 
attention to the needs of our ecosystem on which our lives depend. This provides stopover habitat and host 
plants for butterflies, bees, and birds. Since these plants don’t require pesticides we protect streams and slow 
and absorb stormwater as well. It is important to eliminate invasive plants such as garlic mustard, moneywort, 
stinging nettle, lesser Celandine, wineberry, porcelainberry, English ivy, etc. to help keep our native plants 
thriving with their spring through fall blooms. I’d love to know if others in the neighborhood share these 
interests and if any are members of the Chesapeake Chapter of Wild Ones Native Plants, Natural Landscapes 
which I recently joined. - Janice Krasilovsky

Photos by Dan Chew

Adding a dash of color to Pomp and Circumstance  
Our recent graduates are: Marina, daughter of Adam Gonzalez and Claudia Deane, 4006 Rickover, from           
Blaire High School; Aiko Smith, daughter of Donna Smith, 4018 Rickover, from Newport Middle School.                     
Kendall Cox’s recent high school graduation was celebrated at 3924 Rickover with pink yard                                
flamingos. Julie Marcis suggests, “Want to get in on the action . . . send me your special event.” 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Scott Bullock is renting 4019 Ingersol, the former Yorkowski home, for this year 
while a house he purchased in Hollin Hills is being renovated. He had been an 
apartment dweller for all his 30 years in the DC area and is enjoying greenery 
here. A lawyer, he was a co-founder of a non-public interest firm, The Institute for 
Justice, which takes cases that challenge the abuse of eminent domain, qualified 
immunity, civil forfeiture, and onerous occupational licensing laws. He is president 
of the group now with staff of 140.  Scott is a jazz fan and enjoys the DC jazz scene. 

Scott Hoyt moved to 4012 Rickover, formerly Warren and Sarah Eresian’s home in 
January. Scott is a NIH research scientist working on cancer projects currently focused 
on AMI, a form of leukemia. He grew up in Albany, NY, studied at Cornell and then 
earned a PhD in Organic Chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania. Scott likes hiking 
and skiing as well as jazz concerts and museums. A favorite of his is the modern art 
collection of the National Gallery of Art.   

- Tom Klein 

Above right: Joaquin, 5 months, watches his sister, Ayla, 2, construct a 
magnetic tile castle complete with trees. Carrie Chew’s children make their 
home at 4009 Ingersol with their mother and grandparents.

Above left: Rachel and Patrick Dougherty show their new son, Braden, who 
was born March 28. They live at 3610 Spruell.

Lower right: Henry, 1 1/2, tries a two steering wheel approach to grocery  
store driving. Henry is the son of Gigi Parsa and Chris Barnard, 3609 Spruell.
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Our Rock Creek Woods archivist, 
Stephen Lorenz, says our 
inventory includes, “newspaper 
articles about the neighborhood, 
CDs of newsletters, minutes and 
receipts from RCW Civic 
Association, brochures and 
appliance manuals, some 
application for historical status 
information, and large posters 
displayed at annual picnics.” He 
adds, “I have a large metal sign 
received from Susan Finklepearl. 
Susie Schmidt was archivist 
before and passed materials on 
to me in 2018. I think Ruth 
Grunberg was the longtime 
caretaker before that. When Ruth 
passed, her son gave me a large 
scale model of their house, and I 
saved fascinating articles by 
Ruth’s husband, a Chicago 
Tribune reporter, who saved 
political buttons and a press 
pass to JFK’s funeral. I think 
others may have copies of 
Goodman’s plans from the 
Library of Congress. I would love 
to get more pieces to archive.”

Do you have items to add to our collection?
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