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Newsletter for friends and neighbors of the Rock Creek Woods community 

Plans underway for Labor Day Picnic

Carol Chew - Editor 1

Hi Neighbor!

Monday, September 6 is the date for our annual picnic. It will be a chance to meet new people and see 
those who have lived here for many years. Families should do what they feel comfortable with as far as 
bringing kids, wearing masks, etc. We traditionally ask new people to help us with this event to be held on 
the church picnic grounds. Look for more detailed information from Julie Marcis.

Changes in our neighborhood 

Michelle Heisner moved from New York City to 4007 Ingersol 
Drive, former home of Jenny and Commander USN Andrew 
Letizia, MD, and daughters, Cece, Sasha, and Simona, who are 
now living in Singapore. Michelle, who grew up in Michigan, is a 
partner at Baker McKenzie practicing mergers and acquisitions 
with a speciality in cross border transactions. She studied 
Russian in high school and during her undergrad years and has 
traveled in Eastern Europe. Michelle went to Georgetown Law 
and moved to Melbourne, Australia for four years.

Gigi Parsa and Chris Barnard along with baby son, 
Henry, are now living at 3609 Spruell Drive. Gigi is 
Director of People and Culture at Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute, Chevy Chase. Chris is Senior Manager 
of Certification & Peer Networks at National Association 
of Corporate Directors and works closely with board 
members of Fortune 100 and 500 companies. A family 
love of mid-century modern houses led them on a year-
long search that ended with finding their new home in 
Rock Creek Woods. Former owners, Darryn and Steve 
Miller are in Wintergreen, VA while their daughter, 
Kaylyn, has an apartment in College Park, MD.
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Molly Bright Yorkowski           December 3, 1926 - April 17, 2021 

Molly Yorkowski, our neighbor and an original owner at 3914 Rickover Road, passed away at age 94. Her husband, 
Dan, died in 2018. Molly grew up in Ashton-in-Makerfield, a small town in Lancashire, England, the daughter of Agnes 
and Thomas Bright. During WWII, US soldiers would come to town when off-duty. One day when Molly and a group of 
friends were waiting for a cinema to open, Dan Yorkowski and a few buddies stopped to chat. Dan took an immediate 
liking to Molly and wanted to see her again. Encouraged by her friends who pointed out that Dan didn’t drink, smoke 
or use foul language, Molly started meeting him regularly. They liked the dances at the Parochial Hall of St. Oswald’s 
Church best. One day, Molly’s mother spotted Dan saying good-by to Molly and asked, “Who is that Yank?” She asked 
Molly to bring him home so her family could meet him. Visits to the Brights went well, the romance flourished, and 
continued by mail when Dan’s unit was sent to France. Wedding bells rang on May 31, 1945 when Dan was able to 
get special leave. He was 21 and she was 18 1/2. They enjoyed 73 years of married bliss. 

Dan was discharged not long after VE Day, but Molly was not able to join him in his hometown of Schenectady, NY 
until March 1946. Dan found work as a draftsman with a locomotive company and they lived with Dan’s parents until 
they could buy a small home with the help of the GI Bill. They moved to Binghamton, NY where Dan took a job with 
Singer Link making flight simulators for training pilots. After moving to Washington, D.C. around 1950, Dan continued 
his career as designer for various companies making flight simulators. Dan and Molly first lived in Arlington, VA, then 
in an apartment in College Park, MD before discovering the new Rock Creek Woods development. They selected a 
corner lot at the intersection of Ingersol Drive and Rickover Road and were able to choose the final elements of their 

home as it was built. Just a few days after they moved in, son Mark was born when his 
older brother, Michael, was seven. When Mike was in junior high school, Molly started a 
job at the Department of Commerce Staff Credit Union, eventually becoming branch 
manager.  Summer vacations were spent at the Atlantic shore, staying at various beaches 
from Cape May, NJ to Myrtle Beach, SC.  

After retirement, Dan and Molly enjoyed long winter vacations in Florida and did much 
traveling. Molly kept up with her Lancashire family, as long as her parents and two sisters, 
Joan and Hilda, were alive, visiting every few years for three-week trips. Molly had time for 
neighborhood activities, taking pleasure from book club meetings, movie nights at the 
Hoyts, and outings with The Lunch Bunch. Molly is survived by her sons, Mike and Mark, 
grandson, Tom, and his wife, Rena, as well as great-granddaughter, Madison. - Tom Klein 

Renana Keynes and John Levinson have 
moved back to the neighborhood with 
daughters Ayla and Davi. They are 
currently renovating the home they 
purchased at 3914 Rickover Road. The 
family left Rock Creek Woods in 2017 
and spent the next year traveling in New 
Zealand, Australia, Southeast Asia, as 
well as the Middle East and with stops in 
Europe. Staying home now means Ayla 
and Davi have been able to acquire the 
pets they’ve been wanting: a dog, Bella 
(in photo) and a cat named Spruce.
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Celebrating May’s May birthday 

May Nakamura was born Milwaukie, OR, the youngest of three children of  
Japanese parents roughly a decade after they arrived in the U.S. May’s father 
became a farmer in his new country raising mostly chickens and eggs. The Great 
Depression occurred during May’s teen years and WWII during her twenties. She 
came to Washington, D.C. and worked at the Office of Price Administration and 
met Joseph Nakamura. In 1961, they moved to Rock Creek Woods in time for 
Halloween. She has been a resident for 60 years and dispensed with lawn 
mowing in the 1990s. - John Nakamura (Daniel Chew photos)

Cicada summer
Brood X (pronounced “Brood 10”) is 
one of the largest of 15 broods of 
periodical cicadas in the United 
States. Brood X are known for the 
fire-engine red eyes, their loud 
choruses, and their dramatic 
emergence every 17 years. White 
cicadas are not albino but just young 
versions known as nymphs. (Julie 
Marcis photos)
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Resurfacing streets 

Full depth patching has been completed as well as corner sidewalk replacement. Many weeks of construction and 
moving our cars have been involved in getting everything ready for the final new coating for our streets. 

Street light problem? 
Report any nonworking light to PEPCO at 877-737-2662. 

Tax credit information 
For Maryland Historical Trust Homeowner Tax Credit check: http//mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits.homeowner.shtml 

Non-native is invasive shrub

Wineberry (Rubus phoenicolasius) is an invasive 
shrub in the same genus as raspberries and 
blackberries. Wineberry creates spiny, impenetrable 
thickets that reduce an area’s value for wildlife 
habitat and recreation. Although a useful plant when 
contained, wineberry is considered a pest now that it 
has escaped into agricultural and natural 
ecosystems. It is considered an invasive plant in 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
the District of Columbia.

Rayah, 8 1/2, 
daughter of 
Melanie and Barry 
Harris stands next 
to the Little Free 
Library in Nancy’s 
Garden that she 
and brother, Eli, 7, 
helped build and 
improve. Nancy’s 
Garden is named 
after Nancy Roth, 
a long-time 
resident whose 
husband, Dave, 
still lives in Rock 
Creek Woods.
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