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Chinese New Year  

The Ox, second of a 12-year 
animal cycle in the Chinese 
zodiac and calendar, 
symbolizes the virtues of 
honesty, diligence, and 
persistence. This year’s 
celebration is February 12.  

Adele Lezec, daughter of 
Motoko and Henri Lezec, 
3918 Rickover Road, created 
the colorful ox design. She is 
a student at Smith College. 

Controlling erosion in 
a sloping yard 

If you are considering 
ground covers and plants to 
stabilize and absorb storm 
water run-off from your 
sloping lot, consider 
Maryland native plants. An 
example is the state symbol, 
the black-eyed Susan 
(Rudbeckia hirta), that is 
anchored with six-foot roots. 
Other favorites are golden 
groundsel  (Packera aurea), 
lyreleaf sage (Salvia lyrata), 

(Continued on page 2) 

Hi Neighbor!   
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Raptors in our neighborhood 

Our Barred Owl (Strix varia), shown at left below in Lester LaForce’s 
“winking” owl photo, has a loud call, “Who cooks for me?” that can 
carry for one-half mile. Identification tips: 17” length with 44” 
wingspan; dark eyes and yellow bill; brown back mottled with pale 
spots and dark bars; pale underparts with long, brown streaks; pale 
chest with brown barring; pale face with dark concentric rings 
surrounding eye. Barred Owls are highly territorial. They like 
deciduous forests and urban areas.  

Melanie Harris’ photo, below right, appears to be of a Red-
shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus).  This is a vocal raptor giving a high 
scream: kee-yah! The call is often repeated, especially during spring 
and summer. Blue Jays may imitate it, even using it to scare other 
birds away from bird feeders. Resident Red-shoulders will harass 
migrant hawks that fly over their nesting territories, calling loudly and 
dive-bombing other buteos and even eagles! Their nests will most 
likely be located high in a mature tree in deciduous woods without 
much undergrowth.    

Amazing periodical cicada Brood X to emerge  

Black, orange, and red cicadas will begin to emerge in Spring 2021 
in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and 14 other states. They appear 
when the soil temperature approximately 8″ beneath the ground 
reaches 64 degrees Fahrenheit. A nice, warm rain will often trigger an 
emergence. Back in 2004, people began reporting emergences 
around May, 13, 2004. All three 17-year species are included: 
Magicicada septendecim, Magicicada cassini, Magicicada 
septendecula. Yes, the daring or curious can find recipes on the web. 

(Continued from page 1)                     
and foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia). A 
grass-like alternative is Pennsylvania 
sedge (Carex pensylvanica) is a good 
option because it spreads by runners. 
Spotted bee balm has unusual flowers 
and is totally deer resistant, stays fairly 
low - no more than about 2.5 feet and 
also has a winter presence. Common 
blue violet (Viola sororia) is a native 
plant that is host to the beautiful 
fritillary butterfly and will often show 
up in your garden for free! It is best 
used with other plants since it doesn’t 
appear in winter.  

The list of native plants is long.  
Selection depends on location, 
whether sun, shade, wet or dry 
conditions are present. As the 
illustration shows, turf grass has very 
short roots while natives are some of 
the best soil anchors on earth.  

Chesapeake Chapter of Wild Ones, 
Native Plants, Natural Landscapes has 
information for those starting out as 
well as those with more experience. 

- Lauren Hubbard, Ph.D, Owner of 
Native by Design, LLC (631-764-6226) 
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Holiday lighting winners 

A neighborhood 5 pm stroll on 
January 2, 2021 gave us a 
chance to view all the blazing, 
lighted houses during our 
Holiday Lighting Festival. Kids 
and teens under 16 were our 
official judges. They selected: 

• Best Overall House: 4011 
Ingersol Drive for awesome 
light display. It is home to 
Sarah and Sanne van Haastert, 
Jasper and Stella. 

• Best Overall House Runner-
up: 3908 Rickover Road for 
creativity and amazing “tree” 
on carport roof of Tim Rinkel 
and Rhonda Teranto’s home. 

• Best Individual Element: 
Unanimous vote for lifelike, 
moving Santa in window at 
Kathy and Taylor Lednum’s 
home, 4012 Ingersol Drive. 

• Special Award: Greater Grace 
Christian Fellowship for their 
well-done lighting display.  

Winners received a certificate   
and white orchid from our Rock 
Creek Woods Civic Association.

 Photo by Dan Chew 
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David Wilson 

May 19, 1935 - September 29, 2020  

David and Theolyn were Rock Creek Woods neighbors at 3611 Spruell Drive from July 1970 until October 
2017, when they moved into Brightview West End in Rockville, a senior residence facility. We are sorry to record 
that David died, peacefully in his sleep, last September 29. Born and raised in Denver, David attended the University 
of Northern Colorado earning a BA in Music Education in 1956, the same year Theolyn earned her BA in Music 
Education. It was at that university where they met. David played piano and organ. Theolyn was a singer, blessed 
with a lovely contralto voice. They were in several classes together, and David became her accompanist in recitals. 
Friendship and companionship blossomed into love. They married in 1957.  

In 1970, David received an MA in Religion at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. From there he began a life-long 
career as church organist and music educator. Also in 1970, he came to Washington with his family to take-up a dual 
position as Music Director with the Grace Episcopal Church and with Holton-Arms School. In 1973, David pioneered 
a children’s summer camp under Holton-Arms’ auspices that focused on the arts, “Creative Summer.”  He was 
Director of Creative Summer for ten years. In 1983, David left Holton-Arms to work full time at Grace Episcopal as 
Director of Music, church organist, and choirmaster. Theolyn herself also had a dual position with Grace Episcopal 
Day School and Holton-Arms, starting in the Fall of 1971.  She introduced a music education program at Grace 
Episcopal, teaching afternoons while teaching mornings in the Holton-Arms lower school. After three years she, too 
left Holton-Arms to teach full-time at the Day School of Grace Episcopal until both she and David retired in 2000.  

After retirement, David and Theolyn enjoyed traveling. Trips to England and Scotland, and also to Mexico, were 
favorites. They went regularly to Florida for a couple of weeks early October. While at home, David became an 
interim/substitute organist and choirmaster at area churches. Theolyn taught piano at her home. They both enjoyed 
Washington’s many cultural events. A favorite was Washington Bach Consort, along with Arena Stage and the ballet.  

Currently, Theolyn enjoys activities at Brightview West End where she lives. Daughter Andrea and her husband, 
Christopher Companelli, live in Wheaton, IL where Andrea is a Homeopathic Physician. Daughter Melanie and 
husband, Charles Eyler, live in Frederick, MD where Melanie is Administrative Assistant to the Dean of Hood 
College. They have two children, Erica, a dental hygienist, and Christopher, who is an IT specialist in Bowie, MD.        
- Tom Klein

Photo by Dan Chew
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