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Hi Neighbor!   
 Newsletter for residents and friends of the Rock Creek Woods Community 

   

What is the Butterfly Bandwagon? The Butterfly Bandwagon is a community of like-
minded residents who are interested in helping to increase butterflies, birds, and 
other pollinators by practicing sustainable gardening with native plants.  
 
Why join? Bird populations have declined by 29% in North America since 1970. Loss  
of habitat is the major reason why. Moths and butterflies, like Monarchs, are host 
specific and can only feed on one plant species. Most birds need insects to feed their 
young. A chickadee needs up to 9,000 caterpillars to raise one clutch of babies. By 
removing lawn and replacing it with native plants you are supporting caterpillars and 
feeding birds. Your yard will become alive with fluttering butterflies and baby birds!! 
 
Who can participate? Whether you have a porch, patio, yard, all are welcome! 
 
When to start? You can start anytime. Various seasons offer times for planning, 
garden preparation, planting, and maintenance. 
 
Where to participate? Anywhere! The ultimate goal is to provide habitat corridors 
throughout our community, reducing turf areas and replacing them with native 
plants. Even native plants on a patio or small corner of a yard help! 
 
How to join? Take the pledge to plant natives. Make a plan to show where you can 
add natives in your landscape. Share plants and knowledge with neighbors. Our 
Chesapeake Wild Ones Chapter, started July 2019 at Ann & Don Byrne’s now has 40 
members, will help. For information send a note to: info@wildoneschesapeake.org  
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Butterfly Bandwagon 

 

Some easy-to-grow, deer resistant natives to try                                                                                                                                                      
 

Sunny areas: Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta or R. fulgida); New England aster 
(Aster novae-angliae); Bee Balm (Monarda didyma); Butterfly milkweed (Asclepias 
tuberosa); Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium).   
 

Shady areas: Coral Bells (Heuchera Americana); Evergreen Wood Fern (Dryopteris 
intermedia); Foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia); Green and Gold (Chrysogonum 
virginianum); Christmas Fern (Polystichum achrostichoides).  

 
 

 
 

Helping each other 
 
Tom Klein has organized 
our neighborhood into 
sections to help 
residents cope with 
possible Covid – 19 
cases. Volunteer 
contacts for each area 
are: Spruell and 
Connecticut – Betsy 
Binckes; Ingersol – Kathy 
Ford; Upper Rickover 
(odd 4919 - 4005) – Neil 
Klopfenstein; Upper 
Rickover (even 4020 – 
4000) – Maggie 
Toscano; Lower Rickover 
(odd 3909 - 3945) – 
Cindy Camp; Lower 
Rickover (even 3908 – 
3946) – Don Byrne. 
 
During this stay-at-home 
period encouraging 
messages have been 
chalked on sidewalks. 
People are taking walks, 
gardening, and talking 
with friends across the 
street. Parents are 
taking children on bear 
hunts to spot teddy 
bears in windows and 
cars. Mike Hoyt has 
titles from his film 
collection to loan. Some 
are participating in the 
Million Mask Challenge 
and sewing homemade 
masks for those who  
need protective gear. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

      

Staying home from school thoughts 
 
I like doing my work at home but I have distractions, so I think it 
would be better if I were at school. I miss my teachers and friends.      
I LOVE school. At home we have a schedule. For example, we wake 
up and have running or yoga time, then we have three hours of 
academics. By the afternoon we have finished our work and have 
creative time, we sometimes get to watch TV. In conclusion, I don’t 
like that school has been canceled. – Cecelia Letizia, 3rd grade 
 
Although this is a good learning experience, it’s tough because I  
can’t see any friends. It’s also confusing with the various forms of 
technology that my teachers are trying to use. There hasn’t been 
much consistency yet. But I have been able to spend more time with 
my family, have more downtime, and start baking. I made churros 
with my older sister – that was great! – Sasha Letizia, 6th grade 
 
I think online schooling has its positives and negatives, but at least 
we are still continuing to learn. The teachers communicate with us 
daily, keeping me on track. This “break” has allowed me to jog every 
day and keep in shape for track season. I have been able to bake 
daily with my sisters, which I enjoy. I’ve had more time to keep up 
with my friends overseas, and my friends locally. This “break” 
certainly helps me appreciate my normal life. Keep safe and don’t 
give up hope! – Simona Letizia, 9th grade 
 
 
 
 
 

Hart kids with pets 
meet Brad and Kim 
Koltak, long time dog 
owners, while on 
neighborhood walk. 
Mallard ducks bask in  
St. John’s Creek on 
sunny day. Handsome 
red fox makes daytime 
yard appearance. 
Photos by Julie Marcis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Julie Marcis  

We welcome new neighbors 
 
Nina and Ed Bartholme moved into 
4015 Ingersol, former home of 
Annabel and Paul Kaufman, in 
February. Ed is from Salisbury, MD 
and Nina from Hill Country of Texas. 
They met while studying in Germany, 
moved to Montgomery County after 
college, and lived at Twinbrook 
Forest, Rockville for ten years.  
 
Both were drawn to mid-century 
modern and eventually learned about 
pockets of homes like Rock Creek 
Woods around D.C. After spending 
over a year looking for the right 
home, they found their new house. It 
was love at first sight. Nina adores the 
original wood paneling. They look 
forward to gardening, making home 
updates, and meeting everyone. 
 
Nina is Assistant Director of Conflicts 
at Crowell & Moring, LLP in D.C. 
After spending many years working 
for Call for Action, a consumer-
focused nonprofit, Ed recently began 
working for the FCC as an Associate 
Bureau Chief. On weekends, he 
referees soccer games for exercise. 
Nina was excited to set up a sewing 
room lower level bedroom. Their cat, 
Loki, and greyhound, Rig, are settling 
in and really enjoy all the natural light 
for napping. Rig can be seen on walks 
modeling original PJs and coats 
crafted by Nina. Grateful neighbors 
appreciate face masks, now required, 
she’s been making for them. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

Just in time to serve home bound residents, 
our little lending library is filled with books. 
Shown in photo are Rayah and Eli, children of 
Melanie & Barry Harris, who help their dad 
and grandfather, “Pop Pop” Peter Spring, 
build and paint the public bookcase with a 
Goodman-style roofline. Below Tom Klein 
makes a selection.  
 
The first Little Free Library was built in 2009 
by Todd Bol in Hudson, Wisconsin. Bol 
mounted a wooden container styled to look 
like a one-room schoolhouse on a post in his 
yard and filled it with books as a tribute to 
his mother, a book lover and teacher, who 
had recently died. Little Free Library, Ltd. is 
now a nonprofit organization with book 
exchanges around the world. 
 
 

Volunteers: We’d love to find adults and children who would like to write articles, draw pictures, create cartoons, 
share recipes, and other information of interest to our neighbors for our newsletter. Please call 301-933-3173. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Photos by Mike Hoyt and Dan Chew 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
       
 
Library resources perfect now 
 
With children at home, Kathryn Ford suggests checking Black-eyed 
Susan Award book lists created by school librarians. You’ll find picture 
books; fiction/nonfiction/graphic novels for all grades. 
 
Check out the fabulous online resources available with your 
Montgomery County Public Library card. Rosetta Stone, Lynda.com, 
Udemy classes, digital newspapers, audio books, streaming movies, 
music, Great Courses, Tumblebooks, and events such as virtual Baby 
and Family Storytime are a just a few of MCPL’s offerings.  
 
 
 
 
Another wonderful resource is Tumblebooks, an online collection for 
children of all ages.  

Cherry street tree varieties 
 
Yoshina (Prunus x yedoonsis) cherry trees (life span of 15 -20 years) 
planted decades ago along our streets are overgrown and need 
replacement. Montgomery County plants approximately 1,800 trees 
annually on a request basis. If you would like a tree to be planted in a 
right-of-way, you can ask by calling 311. Okame cherry trees (Prunus x 
incamp) fit under power lines and are currently a replacement choice. 
 
 

Montgomery County Updates 
Watch County Report this Week  
on You Tube for an informative 
range of current local topics. 
 
Street Light Problems? 
Report any nonworking lights to 
PEPCO at 877-737-2662. 
 
Tax Credit Information 
For Maryland Historical Trust 
Homeowner Tax Credit check:            
http://mht.maryland.gov/taxcre
dits homeowner.shtml  
 
 
 


