
NewsBriefs Every issue we try to introduce newcomers to our Rock Creek Woods community. 
Please take the time to stop in and say hello.

Welcome to Sarah and Sanne Van Haastert, who have been living at  
4011 Ingersol (formerly Dolores Battle’s house) since May.

Sarah was born in Brooklyn, earned her BA at SUNY Purchase NY and an 
MA in Fine Arts from the New York Academy of Art in 2003. Painting is Sarah’s 

passion. With this talent and her study 
of art history, Sarah found employment 
in New York with Ralph Applebaum 
Associates, working with curators to 
develop content for museums exhibits. 
RAA is one of the premier exhibit design 
companies, designing the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, the 

Capitol Visitor’s Center (on which Sarah worked), and most recently, the 
National Museum of African American History and Culture.  

Sanne grew up in Geldrop, a small town close to Eindhoven in The 
Netherlands. He attended a most extraordinary primary school, a Waldorf 
School, which is based on the educational theories of  Rudolf Steiner. Education 
was linked to doing things. 
In a cooking course, the 
students first learned to sew 
the aprons they would wear. 
The study of reading, writing 
and arithmetic evolved out of 
practical tasks. 

Sanne went on to an 
interior design school and 
learned how to make furniture. For college, he went to the University of Creative 
Arts, in Farnham, UK. Sanne found work as an exhibit designer with Ralph 
Applebaum Associates   in their London office. When he was transferred to New 
York, Sarah and Sanne became acquainted. Wedding bells rang in 2008.

Two years later, the couple moved to Amsterdam where Sanne continued 
to work as an exhibit designer. This was just five months after their first 
child, Jasper, was born. In Amsterdam, Sarah enjoyed 10 delicious months as 
a stay-at-home mom and learned to speak Dutch. She then went to work for 
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RCW CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
UPDATE

Your comments, questions and  

volunteer service are welcome.  

Please contact Valerie Tate 

(valerietate2001@yahoo.com)

or Julie Marcis (julie.marcis@ 

comcast.net)

Labor Day Picnic: Each year newer 

neighbors serve as our official hosts. 

Library of Congress Goodman 

Architectural Archive: Your 

donations paid for digitizing the 

Rock Creek Woods Collection, now 

available online for many uses.

2018 House Tour/Fundraiser 

with Docomomo DC: Possible 

fundraiser and opportunity to raise 

the profile of RCW. 

Black Path Forsythia: Pruning and 

weeding estimates under review. 

Nancy’s Garden: Seeking spring 

cleanup help.

Street Trees: Working with County to 

replace aging Yoshino Cherry Trees.

Street Lights: Report nonworking 

lights to PEPCO at 877-737-2662. continued on page 2



TomTom (the GPS manufacturer) as a 
project manager, designing computer 
interfaces on the basis of user experiences. 
She left TomTom to do something 
closer to her heart: Open an art school 
and studio for both children and adults.  
Their second child, Stella, was born in 
Amsterdam in 2012. 

In 2015, Sarah and Sanne wanted to 
move back to the States to be closer to 
Sarah’s mother. They both found jobs with 
another exhibit design firm, Gallagher 
& Associates in Silver Spring, Sarah as a 
project manager and Sanne as a Senior 
Exhibit Designer. Currently, Sanne is 
working on the new Spy Museum and 
Sarah is working on many projects, two of 
which opened in 2017. 

They rented a townhouse in Silver 
Spring but soon gave thought to buying a 
house. They were attracted by mid-20th 
century modern and soon discovered 
Charles Goodman and Rock Creek 
Woods. They particularly liked the site of 
4011 Ingersol, on a hill with a view over 
the street and the terrace just outside 
the kitchen. Sanne and Sarah are busy 
applying their professional skills to 
making this house their own.

Jasper and Stella are in First Grade 
and Kindergarten at Woodlin Elementary 
School, which is close to where Sarah and 
Sanne work. They are very excited about 
their glass house in the woods— especially 
the big backyard—and all the kind 
neighbors!                                    — Tom Klein
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continued on page 2

UPDATE continued from page 1

Street Signs: Replacements 

provided for darkened signs at 

Ingersol and Spruell.

House Numbers Painted on 

Curbside: Popular idea. However, 

it turns out that police prefer 

well-lit numbers on houses next 

to the front door. May revisit. 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Homeowner Tax Credit: Program 

information here: http://mht.

maryland.gov/taxcredits_home-

owner.shtml.

Neighborhood Sign: Upkeep 

continues.

Police: Report out on meeting 

with Community Resource Officer 

Dana Stroman. 

Postal Issues: Reliable letter 

carrier Jorge Guevara remains 

on our route. RCW is not eligible 

for a mailbox. We could have a 

regularly scheduled visit from 

a mobile postal unit that could 

sell stamps and retrieve outgoing 

mail. Any interest?

Website: Updating Home, Blog, 

Directory and Recommendations. 

Listserv: Evaluating options other 

than current Yahoo Groups listserv.

Welcoming New Neighbors:  

Includes copy of 2009 RCW 50th 

Anniversary Book—considering 

whether to update and/or reprint, 

in color or black & white.

WELCOME continued from page 1

H   allie and Eric, apartment dwellers 
in the Van Ness area of DC, yearned 

for a house with a garden where they 
could grow things, surrounded by trees.  
The former Keynes/Levinson house at 
4016 Rickover fit them perfectly. They 
particularly liked the floor-to-ceiling 
windows throughout the house and the 
funky red guest bathroom.

Eric is a native Washingtonian, 
born in Bethesda. Hallie grew up in 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, a suburb of 
Philadelphia. After graduating from 
Penn State University, she came to 
Washington for graduate studies at the 
University of Maryland in College Park. 
Since 2012, Hallie has been working as 
an audiologist and currently practices 
at Kaiser Permanente in DC. Eric is a 
technical writer on a contract with the 
Census Bureau. 

Hallie and Eric celebrated their second  
wedding anniversary last August. They 

met online and soon discovered that they 
had several mutual friends. They enjoy 
traveling and trying new restaurants 
around town.  

Outside of work, Eric likes working in 
their garden and spending time outdoors. 
Hallie enjoys fixing up their home, 
particularly searching for just the right 
mid-20th century styled furniture to match 
their home.                                   — Tom Klein

Hallie and Eric Mansbach

 WELCOME continued on page 4
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Not long ago, while working at MUM, Kim Shibley, Pastor 
of Greater Grace Christian Fellowship, met Betsy Binckes.  

The Fellowship had been meeting at Sligo Middle School for 
seven years, and before that at Highland Elementary for three.  
While chatting together, Betsy mentioned Good Shepherd, 
our long time neighborhood Church, telling him that it was 
now available on Sunday morning. Kim was very interested...

If you have a copy of our neighborhood's 
50th anniversary book, depicting all our 
homes, you will also find a page about 
Church of the Brethren's Good Shepherd 
congregation. They broke ground for 
the building in 1961 and we enjoyed a 
mutually supportive relationship over the 
years through activities such as the black 
path clean-ups in the spring, the Meager 
Meals, the use of the building for our 
neighborhood association meetings and 
many other events. Since the beginning, neighborhood 
families have been involved in nursery schools housed in 
the building (now Rock Creek Montessori). Rosa de Saron 
congregation has continued to meet on Sunday afternoons. 
The original Good Shepherd congregation finally was 
reduced to a very small group after many years and closed 
about a year ago when we said goodbye to our friend, Pastor 
Darlene Myers, on her retirement.

Now we have a new group in the lovely church 

building. Greater Grace Christian Fellowship is a member 
of an association of 650 or so independent Greater Grace 
congregations. The movement started in the 1970's in 
Baltimore with an evangelical mission to share the good 
news. There is also a college and seminary affiliated with the 
movement. New congregations have continued to spring 
into life around the world.  For instance, in Nepal there 

are 15 Greater Grace Churches and a 
radio station. While Greater Grace has a 
missionary element, the emphasis is on 
the the local church and the supportive 
community it provides. 

Kim, along with his wife, Kayce 
and the congregation are grateful for 
the opportunity to be settling into our 
neighborhood. They are aware of the 
special quality of what we have here 
and are interested in working with our 

community to continue the traditions and relationships that 
the church had supported during the Good Shepherd years.  
The current "landlord" of the building, the Church of the 
Brethren, is happy to have this new congregation anchoring 
the building. We are fortunate that this has happened and 
might very well consider it a “blessed event”. For further 
information about services and activities, visit Greater Grace 
Church-Silver Spring. All are welcome.

                                                                           — Alida DeCoster

New Neighbors at the Church

Celebrating 100!

One of Rock Creek Woods’ original owners, Sylvia 
Goodstein (4002 Rickover), celebrated her 100th birthday 

on March 4th. Family and friends flew in from as far away as 
Alaska for the festivities. Now a resident at Riderwood, Sylvia 
still keeps in touch with many RCW neighbors and treasures 
the lasting friendships that she developed over the years.

Sylvia celebrating with former neighbors,  
Alida DeCoster and Carole Ford. 



John is already a familiar sight in Rock Creek Woods with 
his friendly smile as he comes in and out supervising 

renovations on 4018 Ingersoll (formerly Ruth Gruenberg’s 
home). He hopes to move in soon. 

John has been living in a condo in DC, near 15th and P NW 
between Logan and Dupont Circles. This is a newly developed 
area with all sorts of amenities close at hand. However, John 
decided that what he really wanted was to move into a house 
with a garden. He was attracted to mid-20th-century modern 

architecture and began to 
follow Michael Shapiro’s 
“Modern Capital” website. 
Realtor Mandy Hursen kept 
John posted on up-coming 
listings. He bought Ruth 
Gruenberg’s house July 7th 
and is gradually fixing it up 
to his taste.

Apart from being in a 
Goodman house, John is 
very pleased to be in Rock 
Creek Woods. He likes, in 

particular, living in an area where there is a strong feeling of 
neighborliness, people looking out for each other.  

John grew up nearby, on Norris Drive, attending 
Pleasantview Elementary, Newport Middle School, and 
Einstein High School.

John enjoys his career as a bartender at the Marriott 
Wardman Park Hotel where he has worked for the past 36 
years. He particularly likes getting acquainted with the many 
genuinely nice people who are his regular customers.  Outside 
of work, John likes to get together with friends. Occasionally 
he takes to the train to New York and enjoys the Big Apple. 
John and his brother Raymond spend time looking after their 
father who now lives in College Park.                    

                                                                                       —Tom Klein
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Hi Neighbor! is published quarterly by the Rock Creek Woods Civic Association as a service to the community. This issue’s contributors are Tom Klein, Alida DeCoster 
and Valerie Tate. Editor/Designer: Mariann Seriff. Please e-mail questions, comments or items of interest to: mariann.seriff@gmail.com.
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John Beaudet

Meet Our New Mail Carrier 
Jorge Guevara

Since early Fall, we’ve had a new, dedicated mail 

carrier, Jorge Guevara. While Jorge organizes 

and delivers our mail like an old pro, he has been 

with the Postal Service only since February 2017.  

Initially, Jorge had one temporary assignment 

after another. Ours is Jorge’s first permanent 

assignment.

Jorge was born in El Salvador and immigrated 

to the States with his parents when he was 

fourteen years old. The family settled in Northern 

Virginia. A year ago, Jorge and his new bride, 

Jovita, moved to Silver Spring.

Before joining the Postal Service, Jorge worked 

for a heating and cooling company and he is a 

certified HVAC technician. Jovita is an RN, a nurse 

working in a nursing home.

Jorge’s title is “City Carrier Assistant.” After 

one year of service he will be eligible for a regular 

appointment. All of us in RCW appreciate Jorge’s 

friendly 

manner and 

his unfailing 

dependability. 

We wish him 

a long and 

successful 

career with 

the U.S. Postal 

Service and, 

hopefully, here 

with us at Rock 

Creek Woods.

 —Tom Klein


